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1. Regulatory Framework & Authority
This manual provides the operational procedure for the Research Ethics Policy approved in February 2025. It ensures all research meets Islamic values, general human rights, and international scientific standards as per the R&D Policy 2023.
Governing Policies:
· Research Ethics Policy: Approved via Notification No. UoS/Meetings/61-SYND/2025-38.
· Conflict of Interest (COI) Policy: Mandatory disclosure requirements for all Principal Investigators (Notification 2025-40).
· R&D Policy & Rules 2023: No research involving human participants, biological materials, or animals may commence without a formal Ethical Approval Certificate.
· UoS IP Policy (2022): Guidelines for protecting patents, copyrights, and indigenous knowledge.

2. The Integrated Review Process
To comply with the ORIC 5-Year Strategic Plan, all projects must follow this path:
Step 1: Preliminary Triage (Form A)
Every researcher must first complete Form A: Preliminary Ethical Triage.
· Screening: Covers human participants, vertebrate animals, pathogens, GMOs, and indigenous knowledge.
· Determination: ORIC classifies the project as Category 1 (Exempt), Category 2 (Social/Form B), Category 3 (Lab/Form C), or Category 4 (Animal/Form D).
Step 2: Specialized Application
· Form B (Social Sciences, Law, Humanities): Focuses on human dignity, cultural sensitivity, and data privacy.
· Form C (Biorisk & Lab Safety): Focuses on Biosafety Levels (BSL), waste neutralization, and environmental protection.
· Form D (Animal Research): Focuses on the 3Rs (Replacement, Reduction, Refinement) and humane treatment.

Step 3: Submission & Classification
· COI Disclosure: Researcher completes the Conflict of Interest disclosure within the form.
· HOD Role: The Departmental Head forwards the application to the Office of the Director ORIC.
· Review Type: The Director ORIC decides if the project requires a Full Board Review or an Expedited Review (7-10 working days).

3. Swat Cultural Sensitivity
In accordance with the Strategic Plan's focus on medicinal plants, tourism, and handicrafts, all research involving the local population must:
· Language: Provide participant information and informed consent in Pashto/local language.
· Gender Norms: Respect local gender norms and community leadership.
· IP Protection: Ensure indigenous knowledge is protected under the UoS IP Policy (2022).

4. Timeline for Researchers
	Milestone
	Schedule

	Submission Deadline
	Applications must be submitted by the 10th of every month.

	Review Meeting
	Held once a month on a need-basis.

	Outcome Notification
	Within 5 working days post-meeting.



Warning: Failure to disclose financial or personal interests results in immediate rejection of the ethical clearance.

